
MARSHALL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 
April 23, 2008 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Forbes,  Ms. Laible, Dr. June , Ms. Augustyn-Sloan 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ms. Rippel, Harriet Brown 
  
STAFF PRESENT: Wanda Aberle, Director of Community Health and Prevention 

Gene Huber, Director of Finance 
Brian Tun, Director of Health Promotion and Epidemiology 
 

Guests Neal Post 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Dr. June. Ms. Augustyn-Sloan was introduced as a new 
board member.   
 
AGENDA ITEM #1: APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Minutes from the October 26, 2007 and December 12, 2007 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made 
by Dr Forbes, seconded by Ms. Laible to approve the minutes. Motion passed (4,0).  
 
AGENDA ITEM #2: FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Gene Huber provided the financial report. Expenses for the end of FY07 are slightly under budget 
whereas revenues are slightly above. The budget for FY08 is fairly unremarkable at this time. Ms. 
Augustyn-Sloan had a question concerning the additional $52,000 received from IDPH in 2007. These are 
additional funds awarded for use from July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008. These funds are in addition to the 
LHPG and there is no restriction on spending. Gene explained that the Board has discussed using some of 
these funds toward building an addition to the current building. She indicated that she has a meeting 
scheduled with Dean Deffenbaugh (county board) next month after the County Board meeting to 
determine the direction for this proposal. For FY09 it is uncertain at this time as to whether they will be 
awarded in the same way as FY08. Larger counties are lobbying for these funds to be distributed 
according to the current LHPG formula (based on population) while smaller counties would prefer a more 
equitable distribution across the state. A motion was made by Dr. Forbes, seconded by Ms. Augustyn-
Sloan to accept the financial report. Motion passed (4,0).  
 
AGENDA ITEM #3:  NURSING REPORT    
 
Wanda Aberle reviewed the nursing report. WIC and FCM clients continue to rise. Ms. Laible asked if we 
were seeing an increase in pregnant teens. This information was not available at the board meeting, 
however Wanda did agree to run a report. Wanda shared new outreach pamphlets with the board and 
informed them that all written material handed out to clients now should reflect Marshall County 
information. Wanda also shared with the board that there has been a change in supervisory staffing and 
that she is now providing supervision for the nursing personnel until a new supervisor is hired. Ms. 
Augustyn-Sloan inquired as to when this might be in place. Wanda stated that realistically a new 
supervisor should be independent by the end of the year when hired.  A motion was made by Ms. 
Augustyn-Sloan and seconded by Dr. Forbes to accept the nursing report. Motion passed (4,0).  
 
AGENDA ITEM #4:  ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH REPORT 
 
In Don Cavi's absence Wanda reported that the state lab will be accepting freshly dead birds starting May 
1 and ending October 15, 2008 for West Nile Virus surveillance. Eligible birds include crows, blue jays, 
or any perching birds such as robins, cardinals, etc. The state is requesting at least 3 birds be submitted 
per county but not to exceed 10. The remainder of the report was unremarkable. A motion was made by 
Dr. Forbes, seconded by Ms. Laible to accept the Environmental Health report. Motion passed (4,0). 



 
AGENDA ITEM #5:  HEALTH EDUCATION REPORT 
 
Brian Tun provided a hand-out on Health Education activities, please see attached for specifics. Brian 
explained the process for LHD response to smoke-free infractions. The vision and hearing report should 
include an additional 41 vision screenings and 41 hearing screenings conducted at Midland preschool. 
Ms. Augustyn-Sloan asked if the new requirement for children to have a Visual Practitioner will affect 
our vision screening program. Brian explained that the funding is available only for preschoolers. The 
health educator, Beth Kraft, will be assisting the U of I Extension with the Live Well-Be Well program. 
There is some concern that the Extension may not be able to implement this program related to potential 
funding cuts. The Tobacco grant for FY09 will be reduced by 2% and the MCHD will be applying for 
$19,600. This grant will be submitted on or before May 9, 2008. The Health Department is also applying 
for the Better Bones grant for $11,250.  A motion was made by Dr. Forbes and seconded by Ms. Laible to 
accept the Health Education report. Motion passed (4,0). 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
2008 meeting schedule A motion was made by Ms. Augustyn-Sloan, seconded by Ms. Laible to approve 
the 2008 BOH meeting schedule as presented. Motion passed (4,0).  
Building addition: this was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
Mental health Dr. Forbes requested a discussion on mental health issues as this was requested to be placed 
on all future BOH meeting agendas at the last board meeting. Dr. Forbes stated that there is a gap in 
service delivery for mental health and asked if it is possible to utilize some of the additional $52,000 to 
pilot some type of mental health intervention/program. Ms. Augustyn-Sloan referred back to the report 
and plan of action provided by the U of I graduate students in December, 2007. Mr. Post discussed 
resources currently in place from North Central Behavioral Services including a 24-hour call for help line 
(1-800-273-TALK) that has been utilized by Marshall County residents. Staff from the MCHD have 
referred clients to the center for assistance. Mr. Post is providing some outreach in Marshall County 
including posters and brochures. He feels that replication of the Stark County project is doable in 
Marshall County. Ms. Augustyn-Sloan asked if a portion of staff time could be devoted to mental health 
issues. Ms. Aberle explained that staff currently is funded 100% by other grants and in providing case 
management services to clients; assessments and screenings are completed with referrals made 
appropriately. Ms. Aberle explained that this was the primary responsibility of staff, to assess and refer.  
Mr. Tun stated that the health educator could be helpful with the development of a task force to address 
the mental health issues. Mr. Post discussed additional resources that are available, although not located 
in Marshall County. The FQHC in Stark County does provide depression screening and has limited access 
to psychiatry. Ms. Aberle shared that the state will soon be requiring postpartum depression screening of 
all clients and there is concern that there is limited availability of resources to refer women who score 
high on the screening. Dr. Forbes made a motion to establish a mental health task force committee to 
explore needs and avenues to intervene in mental health issues, seconded by Ms. Laible. Motion passed 
(4,0). Ms. Augustyn-Sloan and Dr. Forbes will coordinate this initiative.  
 
AGENDA ITEM #7:   NEW BUSINESS  
 
American Heart Association Community Action Grant application Mr. Tun stated that this grant for 
$5000 has been submitted for a cardiovascular improvement program. If funded a 10 week waling 
program will be implemented with purchase of pedometers and provision of education. 
Women's Health Week Mini-Grant application Mr. Tun reported that the MCHD has received $1000 for a 
community health fair and screening to be held during Women's Health Week (May 11-17).  
 
AGENDA ITEM #8: DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Aberle informed the board that there will be a Board of Health Governance training on June 14, 2008 
in Peoria. Invitations will be sent out in May. This training will be provided by the Mid-America Public 
Health Institute. All members are encouraged to attend.  
 



AGENDA ITEM #9: BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER'S COMMENTS 
 
Dr. Forbes provided a letter from the Wilson Insurance Agency indicating that BOH members are 
considered insured under the Marshall County's liability policy.  
Dr. June stated that there is a physician he has talked with who may be interested in board appointment, 
he will also contact a local veterinarian to determine interest. Ms. Aberle will investigate if a veterinarian 
would be considered a medical professional under the Administrative Rules for BOH membership. Ms. 
Augustyn-Sloan inquired as to whether this could also be filled by a nurse practitioner. Ms. Aberle stated 
that Andrea will submit potential appointees to the County Board if desired.   
 
A motion was made by Dr. Forbes, seconded by Ms. Augustyn-Sloan to adjourn the meeting. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:25.  
 
The next scheduled Board of Health meeting is June 25, 2008. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Wanda Aberle, MS, RN 
Director of Community Health and Prevention 
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