
Disinfection of Water Wells
Check the well seal and/or vent pipe to be certain of good, tight construction. Replace any worn or damaged parts. A well must be 

in good repair to prevent contamination.
If your water is turbid (cloudy or discolored) the well should be pumped until the water is relatively clear, using one of two methods:

	 •	 If	you	have	public	sewer,	run	each	tap	until	the	water	is	clean	and	free	from	turbidity.
	 •	 If	you	have	a	septic	system,	connect	a	garden	hose	to	an	outside	water	faucet	and	run	the	water	onto	the	ground	away	from	the	

septic system until the water is clear and free from turbidity.

Chlorination Procedure:
The amount of chlorine required to disinfect your well is determined primarily by the amount of water in the well. To determine the 

exact amount of household bleach (do not use scented or “ultra” bleach) to use in disinfecting your well, use the following procedure.
 1. Determine the diameter of the well.
 2. Determine the depth of the well.
 3. To determine the exact amount of bleach, use the following table:
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4″ ¼ ⅓ ½ ¾ 1 1¼ 1⅓ 1½ 1¾ 2
6″ ½ 1 1⅓ 1¾ 2¼ 2¾ 3¼ 3½ 4 4½
8″ ¾ 1½ 2½ 3¼ 4 4¾ 5½ 6½ 7¼ 8
12″ 1¾ 3½ 5½ 7¼ 9 10¾ 12½ 14½ 16¼ 18
24″ 7½ 15 22½ 30 37½ 45 52¼ 60 67½ 75
36″ 15 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 135 150
40″ 30 60 90 120 150 180 210 240 270 300

Conversions: 4 Cups = 1 Quart  •  8 Cups = ½ Gallon  •  16 Cups = 1 Gallon
Example: 8 in. well with 50 ft. of water would take 4 cups of bleach

 4. Mix the bleach with ten (10) gallons of water in a large bucket(s).
 5. Remove the well cap and pour the solution directly into the casing; be sure to splash it around to soak the inside of the well casing.
 6. Take a hose connected to an outside faucet and rinse the sides of the well casing and leave the hose on inside the casing for 

approximately twenty (20) minutes to mix the chlorine solution with the water in the well.
 7. Turn on each faucet or hydrant in system (i.e. bath tub, sink, toilet) one at a time. Let the faucet run until the water has a strong 

chlorine odor then shut it off and move to the next one. Add more chlorine at the well if a chlorine odor cannot be detected.
 8. Let the chlorine stand in the well and water system overnight.
 9. The next morning the system should be discharged of the chlorinated water as follows:
 a. If the house is on public sewer system, let all water faucets run until the chlorine  

odor disappears.
 b. If the house is on private septic, connect a garden hose to an outside water faucet and  

run water onto ground away from the septic system until the chlorine odor disappears.
	 10.	 A	water	sample	can	be	taken	again	once	the	well	has	been	flushed	of	all	residual	chlorine.	 

*If Bacteriological contamination is still present, it may be necessary to repeat the  
process increasing the chlorine concentration.

Chlorine Hazards to Avoid:
Do not drink water with a strong chlorine odor. When working with chlorine, you should always be 
in an open or well ventilated area. Do not allow strong liquid to remain in contact with skin or clothing.


